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Welcome 

 
Hello and welcome to the summer edition 
of our newsletter. Hopefully you, and your 
dogs, are enjoying the summer weather, 
although as I am writing this it looks as if 
the weather is about to change for the 
worse! 
 
The club has had quite an eventful year as 
you will gather from the articles in the 
newsletter.  
 
As ever happy training and all the 
instructors look forward to seeing you all 
on a Sunday morning 
 
Paul  
 

South African Visit  
 
In March the club played host to the Cape 
Province Dog Club, a South African dog 
training club who were across in the UK for 
Crufts.  
 

 
Cape Province Dog Club 

 
We were one of two dog training clubs they 
visited whilst across here  along with the 
West Midlands Police Dog Section at Balsall 
Common. 
 
They thoroughly enjoyed their time at the 
Club visiting the various classes we hold. 
They have invited us to go and visit their 
club in South Africa. Therefore if you turn 
up on a Sunday and find that there are no 
Instructors around .................  
 
A few photographs from their visit are 
shown on the last page of the new sletter.     
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25 th  September  

 
An important date for your diary. We are 
holding our annual rally day on this date which 
provides an opportunity for you all, 
irrespective of which class you are in, to enter 
competitions with the chance of winning a 
trophy.  
 
Competitions include:  
Starters C ompetition  ð for members not 
known to work off lead  
The Brookwood Trophy  ð for dogs or handlers 
who have not progressed above the Basic Class 
The Pre-beginner Cup  ð for dogs or handlers 
who have not progressed above Class 1 
The Rip Memorial Trophy  ð for dogs and 
handlers in Class 2 
The Ice Memorial Trophy        }  
Sandra Drowley Competition  } ð both for 
advanced dogs 
The Beginner Agility Shield  }  
The Parker Agility Shield     } ð both agility 
competitions competed for on Sunday 18 th 
September 
In addition th ere are fun competitions which 
everyone can enter.  

  



 

Paws 4 News  Page 2 
 

Inner Peace  Stage Test Results  
If   you can start the day without caffeine,  
If  you can always be cheerful, ignoring 
aches and pains,   
If   you can resist complaining and boring 
people with your troubles,    
If   you can eat the same food every   day 
and be grateful for it,    
If   you can understand when your 
loved  ones are too busy to give you any 
time,    
If   you can take criticism and   blame 
without resent ment,  
If   you can conquer tension  without 
medical help,  
If  you can relax without liquor,     
If   you can sleep without the aid of 
drugs,     
... Then you are probably  
The Family Dog 

 
 
 

Living Pet Portraits  
 

Have your pet painted from a photograph . 
 
Framed from £70 
 
For further details contact:  
 
Sylvia Nash 
 
Tel No. 01827 704 046 

 
Basic 
 
Jane Shepherd and Mollie 
Michelle Depoiy and Jed 
Beryl Robinson and Mya 
Lynne Darby and Reggie 
Mandy Biggs and Clodagh 
Mary Kerr and Thena 
Mat Holtham and Buddy 
Caroline Holtham and Buddy 
Carol Connerley and Chloe 
Rob Powell and Poppy 
Joanna Barrett and Monty 
Bob Kerr and Ivy 
Elizabeth Roche and Ellie 
Martin Smith and Barney 
Alison Williams and Lisa 
Ann Allen and Wolfie 
 
Stage 1 
 
Liz Lickley and Monty 
Julia Dobbs and Grace 
Georgia Stinton and Pepsi 
Sarah Weale and Oskar 
Ryan Mitchell and Sassy 
Anne Marie Fisher and Lola 
Katie Driscoll and Nelson 
Evie Blackburn and Cassie 
Beryl Robinson and Mya 
Lynne Darby and Reggie 
 
Stage 2b 
 
Belinda Baker and Ruby 
Beryl Waters and Molly 
Amy Salway and George 
Helen Browett and Trixie  
Tony Wyatt and Oscar 
 
Stage 2a 
 
Sandra Bettam and Whisper 
Susan Salway and Jackson 
Mark Connerley and Roxie 
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Archerõs Thoughts   
 
In this newsletter I would like to write 
about a subject  that none of us like 
thinking about, let alone talk about; 
òWhat happens to us pets when our 
owners are no longer able to look after 
us?ó I would like to tell you Samõs story. 
 
Sam was a terrier cross breed who was 
obtained, as a puppy, by a pensioner. 
Sadly when Sam was six his owner passed 
away and Sam found himself in an RSPCA 
kennels looking for a new home. Luckily 
there was another pensioner looking for a 
small older dog and Sam was soon 
adopted. The next seven years were 
idyllic. Sam adored his new o wner, and his 
new owner adored Sam. Truth be told Sam 
was a bit spoilt. Then suddenly and 
unexpectedly Samõs new owner died. By 
now Sam was thirteen and had a heart 
problem which necessitated relatively 
expensive medication and compulsory 
three monthly vis its to the vets. Because 
Sam had spent all his life with older 
people he was used to a quiet life with 
someone with him virtually 24 hours a day; 
he had therefore become intolerant of 
young children and of other dogs. These 
latter two qualities meant that it was 
impossible to re -house him with the family 
because of 
work/children/grandchildren/other pets 
and the search was on for a new home.  
 
The RSPCA have a scheme òHome for Lifeó 
where they will do everything they can to 
find a new home for your pet and th e 
charity The Cinnamon Trust provides long 
term care for pets for owners who have 
died. However with both these charities 
you have to be registered with them; Sam 
wasnõt. The family spoke to numerous dog 
charities, large and small, national and 
local, but the response was the same; an 
old dog with medical problems was going 
to be nigh on impossible to re -home. After 
consulting with Samõs vet the family came 
to the decision that the kindest thing to 
do was to have Sam put to sleep and just 
under two weeks af ter his owner died Sam 
was euthanized. 
 

 
 
 
So please do think about what will happen to us 
dogs (and cats or any other pets you may have) 
if you become unable to look after us. Is there 
someone in the family who will be able to re -
home us? If a pedigree breed does the breed 
society offer a re -homing service or will the 
breeder take us back? Is so do your family know 
this? If no other arrangements exist please do 
consider registering with the RSPCAõs Home for 
Life or The Cinnamon Trust. Whatever your 
plans make sure your family know what they 
are, and the simplest way of doing this is to put 
an appropriate clause into your will. Please do 
not make what is already a distressing time for 
your family even more distressing.  
 
The Cinnamon Trust 
10 Market Square 
Hayle 
Cornwall 
TR27 4HE 

Telephone: 01736 757 900 

Website: 
http://www.cinnamon.org.uk/home.html  

 

RSPCA Home for Life (Only available in England 
and Wales) 

Telephone: 0300 123 0239 

Website: www.homeforlife.org.uk   

 

 
Sam 

1997 ï 03/05/2011 

http://www.cinnamon.org.uk/home.html
http://www.homeforlife.org.uk/?utm_source=RSPCA_Site&utm_medium=Link&utm_content=Home4LifePage&utm_campaign=Home4Life
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Lost Pets 
 
It is a sobering thought that around a tho usand 
cats and dogs ð and an unknown numbers of 
rabbits and tortoises ð go missing in the UK 
every day. Microchipping  is at the forefront at 
reuniting lost pets with their owners . Whilst it 
is impossible to eliminate risks entirely there 
are actions that can be taken to help prevent 
your petõs disappearance, or at least find them 
quickly if they are lost.  
 
Preventative actions : 

1. Microchipping identifies your pet 
harmlessly and permanently  

2. A tattoo could deter a pet -napper. 
Clean it regularly with surgical s pirit 
so it can be read easily  

3. Neuter your pet and attach as òI am 
neuteredó tag to their collar to deter 
would-be criminals who have 
breeding purposes in mind 

4. A collar with your contact details 
must, by law, be worn by your dog 
whenever they are in a publ ic place 

5. Photograph your pet from lots of 
different angles to ensure it will be 
recognisable on posters or websites if 
it does happen to wander off  

6. Track your pet. Opt for the latest 
sat-nav technology which alerts you 
if your pet crosses a pre -set boundary 
(www.retrievatracking.com ) 

 
Lost Pet Action Plan  

1. Act fast. Search your neighbourhood; 
check your shed and/or garage and 
leave a description of your pet with as 
many people as possible 

2. Call your vet; local p olice station (not 
999); and, if applicable, your local 
authorityõs dog warden service 

3. Call the relevant database if your pet is 
microchipped and registered. If they 
have an ID tattoo, inform the National 
Dog Tattoo Register 

4. Distribute posters and flyers . 
Downloadable òmissing ò posters are 
available from the Battersea Dogs and 
cats Home (www.battersea.org.uk ) 

5. Visit local rescue centres. Be sure to 
look in each enclosure, as computer 
records may not always be accurate  

 
With thanks to PetPlan  

Alone with a Bone  
 
Betty and Bill have gone out for the night  
And left me at home unattended . 
Iõm here all alone but Iõve got my bone 
So really, Iõm not offended. 
 
My job is to howl if I hear a strange noise,  
To growl or even t o bite.  
Iõm in charge but Iõm not very large, 
So Iõm glad they left on the light. 
 
What I like best is a walk in the park,  
Trees always make me feel lucky.  
If it rains people huddle, but I find a 
puddle,  
I like to get all wet and mucky.  
 
When I was young they tried teaching me 
tricks,  
Like fetching slippers and such.  
I was only a pup, so I chewed them all up,  
So now they donõt bother me much. 
 
The telephoneõs ringing but what can I do? 
If only I knew what to say>  
Iõd answer the phone and say òIõm aloneó, 
In my own peculiar way . 
 
It wonõt be long now before theyõre here, 
With a tricky question or three.  
About who ate the cake and that fillet of 
steak, 
I found and had for my tea.  
 

Duncan MacKellar 

 
 

For Sale 
 

2 x single beds with under-bed storage  
 
Good condition  
 
Any reasonable offer considered 
 
Please telephone 0121 243 8446 after 6pm 

 

http://www.retrievatracking.com/
http://www.battersea.org.uk/
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New Neighbours  

The day before I had moved into a small cottage in the village of Hermon. Just my dog and 

I. Walking into the yard that morning I was m et by my neighbours on each side. One was a 

woman in her forties and the other in her eighties.  

"Where can I walk my Bryn," I asked. "My cars in for serviceó. 

The older one said, "Nowhere around here, I'll take you into Poppit Sands in my car." The 

younger one, standing behind her, was shaking her head vigorously.  

Unfortunately I had already formulated the words, "Thank you."  

The elderly lady produced more' a rictus than a smile for her mouth opened  

widely showing well -bleached false teeth set in bright re d plastic gums that gave her a 

vampirish appearance. 

The younger neighbour whispered to me, "She got them second-hand at a stall  
in the market."  

We set off slowly, very slowly and braked for every bend in the road, every pedestrian  

on the pavement and eve ry car approaching. Traffic was building up behind us when she 
braked heavily. On the road twenty yards ahead was a Magpie. It must have recognised the 
car, for it continued eating and was joined by its friend.  

"Perhaps we should move forward slowly," I said.  

She did, and soon we were racing along at twenty miles per hour.  

We spent some time behind a cyclist who was keeping well into the kerb.  

Eventually the cyclist stopped and waved us by. I'm sure, much to the relief of the 

drivers of the thirty odd vehic les behind us. 

Slowly and exceedingly carefully we parked at the beach and Bryn and I exited her car 

rapidly. She waved us ahead, and I went, for the dog was disappearing fast.  

Some half hour later we returned and found 

her on the car park. "Bracing, most 

bracing," she said.  

"I didn't see you on the beach."  

"I visited the little room," she whispered.  

On the journey back we stopped when 

some leaves were blown across the road, 

and waited again while furniture 
removers took a wardrobe into a house. 

Thank goodness it wasn't a full load. The 

drivers behind were blowing their car 

horns, and one or two had rolled down 
their windows and shouting unpleasant 

remarks like "Stupid old goat." 
 

 

"Do you have a problem with overtaking," I asked.  

"I can't see very well."  

"You saw the Magpie."  

"When was that, dear?"  

"On the journey to Poppit Sands."  

"Oh! That's where we've been."  

"Do you have a problem with your short-term memory?"  

"What was that again, dear?"  

1 didn't try anymore.  

We returned safely and she said, "1 don't get out often. We must do that again. "  

I went into the house and lay on the bed. Bryn looked in shock. I said to him,  

"You're not much use are you. You should carry a brandy flask."  
Ken Findlay
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Cape Province Dog Club 

 

 
 

 
 

  
 


