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Welcome 

 
Hello and welcome to the spring edition of 
our newsletter. Hopefully the winter snow 
is now well behind us and we can begin to 
look forward to bett er weather and lighter 
nights.  
 
Unfortunately we had to cancel our Fun 
Day in December because of the appalling 
weather conditions. I believe it is the first 
time in the clubõs history that we have 
ever had to cancel a Sundayõs training but 
regrettably a n umber of our instructors 
were unable to get to the club because of 
the snow. For those members who braved 
the weather conditions and w ere able to 
make it to the club; thank you for making 
the effort and we are sorry that all we 
could do was to send you back home.  
 
Despite having to compete with the finale 
of the X Factor/Britainõs Got 
Talent/Strictly Come Dancing/Big 
Brother/Iõm a Celebrity - Get Me Out of 
Here (I have no idea which and as for the 
title ôIõm a Celebrityõ I think the producers 
should be sued under The Trade 
Description Act!) we had a very successful 
Presentation Evening with the supported 
charity for the evening being Dogs for the 
Disabled. Some photographs of the evening 
are included on the last page of the 
newsletter.  
 
Anyway we hope you enjoy this newsletter 
and we look forward to seeing you all on 
Sunday mornings. 
 
Paul  
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Car Parking 
 
As a club we are enjoying a great deal of 
success with an all time high membership 
and with around 100-150 dogs coming 
every Sunday for training. We like to think 
that this success is being achieved not only 
because of the training we offer but also 
because of the friendly environment we try 
to generate.  
 
However, as some of you will know, this 
success has produced some problems with 
car parking. This problem has been 
exacerbated by the fact that Knowle 
Village Cricket Club, with whom we share 
facilities, have also been very successful 
and have won promotion which has meant 
that they have had to extend their play ing 
area which in turn has reduced  the amount 
of parking space available to us.  
 
Can we please ask that you exercise care 
when entering and exiting the club and 
that you park as considerately as possible. 
If you need assistance in exiting the field 
just le t one of the instructors know and we 
will see you out.  
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Annual General 
Meeting  

Stage Test Results 
  

 
Our Annual General Meeting was held on 21st 
November 2010. As reported in our Summer 
2010 newsletter Chri s Davis had stepped down 
as chairman and John Ellis was formally 
appointed as new chairman at the meeting. 
Subsequent to the meeting Pat Kettleborough 
resigned from position as secretary and this 
role has now been filled by Pat Gilbert.  
 
The club would lik e to take this opportunity to 
formally thank both Chris and Pat for their 
work and effort in helping make the club as 
successful as it is. 
 
Your new committee is therefore as follows:  
 
John Ellis Chairman 
Peter Hartland  Vice-Chairman 
Ann Allen Membership Secretary 
Pat Gilbert  Secretary 
Joyce Blencoe Treasurer 
Pam Brown Committee Member 
Chris Davis Committee Member 
John Edwards Committee Member 
Liz Lickley Committee Member 
Yvonne Pedley Committee Member 
Wynne Titchen Committee Member 

    
 Our Instructors are now as follows:  
 
Ann Allen 
Terry Balhatchet  
Joyce Blencoe 
Pam Brown 
Heather Carter  
Chris Davis 
Sylvia Eccles 
John Edwards 
John Ellis 
Roy Gardiner 
Peter Hartland  
Pat Kettleborough  
Liz Lickley 
Yvonne Pedley 
Paul Robinson 
Paul Thornton 
Wynne Titchen 
Graham Toomey 
Sarah Weale 

 

 
Basic 
 
Nicky Upton and Jet  
Sally Bevins and Libby 
Helen Roberts and Molly 
Ian Maddy and Max 
Angela Maddy and Bertie 
Lisa Kenny and Frank 
Evie Blackburn and Cassiopea 
Michaela Smith and Amber 
Val Simmons and Smartie  
 
Stage 1 
 
Kevin Coley and Lily 
Mark Connerley and Roxie 
 
Stage 2b 
 
Belinda Baker and Ruby 
 
Stage 2a 
 
Lucy Hodson and Amber 
Catherine Shakespeare and Echo 
 
Stage 3a 
 
Peter Hartland and Pip  
 
 

Trainee Instructors  
 
You may have noticed a few new faces on the 
field these past few weeks. We are currently 
running an Instructors Course and as part of 
their training our trainee instructors will be 
taking a more active role in the classes. Please 
give them your support.  
 

Sandra Bettam 

Wendy Blackburn 

Mark Connerley 

Serena Eccles 

Pat Gilbert 

Jenny Reay 

Cat Shakespeare 
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Archerõs Thoughts   
 
This newsletter I thought I would share my 
favourite poem with you ð a poem for all 
gundogs. 
 

Iõm off, because ... 
 

I say, there may just be a pheasant, 
There may be even two.  

I may just even catch one,  
And bring it back for you.  

 
But then, there could be rabbits,  

Yes, I can smell one of those!  
Though it could see me coming,  

And have it on its toes.  
 

So then Iõll have to chase it,  
Yes that would be rather fun.  
And it wouldnõt really matter, 

Cause Mum loves to see me run. 
 

Iõll chase it ôcross the meadow, 
And across the ploughed fields too.  
And while Iõm chasing rabbits, 
Iõll put up some partridge too. 

 
Oh, Iõm getting rather hot now, 

And I could do with a swim.  
So the next dyke I come to,  
Iõm going to jump right in. 

 
Oh yes, the waters lovely,  

And its cooled me down just right.  
I wish there was a duck to chase - 
Wouldnõt I give it a fright! 

 
Hmm, I got a little sidetracked there,  

Where have the rabbits gone? 
I canõt even see a pheasant, 
Dash it! Iõm going back to Mum! 

 
(With thanks to the ISCGB)  

 

An Unwelcome Visitor  
 

Whilst on holiday last year one of our memberõs two 
dogs picked up some unwelcome visitors ð 
Trombicula autumnalis, more commonly known as 
harvest mites.  
 
Harvest mites are widely distributed in the British 
Isles and are particularly abundant on chalk downs  
 

 

The harvest mite is a 
mite the larval stage of 
which causes 
considerable discomfort 
to cats, dogs and 
humans. The six legged 
larval stage is the only 
stage which attacks 
warm blooded animals.  

All other stages live in the environment and are not 
parasitic. The larvae congregate on small clods of 
earth or on vegetation. They are active during the 
day and particularly in dry sunny weather. When a 
warm blooded animal comes into contact with the 
larvae they swarm onto it and attach onto skin 
particularly in sparsely haired thin skinn ed areas. 
The larvae feed for 2 to 3 days and they drop off 
onto the ground to complete the life cycle. The 
larval mite is orange and only just visible to the 
naked eye. 

The larvae cause severe itching which can lead to 
dermatitis and possible secondary infection  and in 
cats and dogs aggressive scratching can result in the 
animals injuring themselves . 
 
Infestations can be difficult to get rid of and in our 
memberõs case involved: 

1. Medication for the dogs from the vets  
2. Dogs being bathed three times a week wit h 

an antibacterial and antifungal shampoo for 
a few weeks being reduced to twice a week 
and then once a week 

3. All bedding changed every day and washed 
on a hot wash 

4. House vacuumed every day with the dust bag 
binned daily  

5. Garden washed down with Jeyes fluid  
6. With the coming of winter, providing it is a 

cold winter and the adults have not found a 
warm place to overwinter the cold weather 
will kill the mites off as they cannot survive 
below temperatures of 6 oC  

 
If you suspect you have a harvest mite infestation  
you should consult your vet for your pet treatment 
and your doctor for your personal treatment  
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Straight  

from  

the salon  

 
Our eight-step plan for 

smartening up even the 

scruffiest mutt 

11  
  

AAll ll   ddooggss  bbeenneeff ii tt  ff rroomm  ddaaii llyy  ggrroooommiinngg..  

UUssee  aa  wwiirree  óóssll iicckkeerrôô  bbrruusshh  eevveerryy  ddaayy  oonn  ssii llkkyy  aanndd  

lloonngg--hhaaii rreedd  bbrreeeeddss..  

NNoonn--sshheeddddiinngg,,  ccuurrll yy  hhaaii rreedd  ddooggss  nneeeedd  ddaaii llyy  

ggrroooommiinngg  aanndd  wwii ll ll   bbeenneeff ii tt  ff rroomm  aa  pprrooffeessssiioonnaall   

ccll iippppiinngg  eevveerr  ffeeww  mmoonntthhss..  

WWiirryy  ttyyppeess  nneeeedd  rreegguullaarr  bbrruusshhiinngg  aanndd  ooccccaassiioonnaall   

pprrooffeessssiioonnaall   ggrroooommiinngg  oorr  óóssttrriippppiinnggôô..  

SSmmooootthh--ccooaatteedd  ddooggss  jjuusstt  nneeeedd  aa  ddaaii llyy  oonnccee--oovveerr  

wwii tthh  aa  ssoofftt  bbrruusshh  oorr  óóhhoouunndd--gglloovveeôô..  

  

22  

BBrruusshhiinngg  yyoouurr  ppeett  rreemmoovveess  ddii rrtt,,  ggrreeaassee,,  ddeeaadd  hhaaii rr  

aanndd  sskkiinn  ff llaakkeess,,  aass  wweell ll   aass  ssttiimmuullaattiinngg  bblloooodd  

ccii rrccuullaattiioonn..  

WWoorrkk  tthhee  bbrruusshh  iinn  tthhee  ddii rreeccttiioonn  ooff   hhaaii rr  ggrroowwtthh..  

CChheecckk  bbeettwweeeenn  ttooeess  aanndd  ppaaddss  ffoorr  mmaattss  aanndd  ggrraassss  

sseeeeddss..  

  

33   

UUssee  ddoogg  ccoonnddii ttiioonniinngg  sspprraayyss  ttoo  mmaakkee  mmaattss  eeaassiieerr  

ttoo  uunnttaannggllee  aanndd  ggeennttll yy  bbrruusshh  aawwaayy  ff rroomm  tthhee  sskkiinn  

  

4  

Check claws to ensure that they do not become 

long and uncomfitable and if necessary trim the 

claws. 

With light-coloured claws itôs easy to avoid the 

sensitive pink quick and snip off the white nail 

tip. 

With dark-coloured claws it can be much harded 

to identify where the quick is.It is always a good 

idea to consult your vet or groomer before you 

do this ï itôs a tricky operation and often best left 

to the pros. 
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5 

Gently wipe each eye with a separate cotton 

wool ball moistened with water (or purpose 

bought eye wipes). 

See your vet if your dogôs eyes look runny, 

sticky or sore. Look out for foreigh bodies such 

as grass seeds. 

Clean ears in the same way but NEVER insert 

anything, not even cotton buds into them. 

On some long-haired dogs it may be necessary 

to pluck dead hairs out of your dogôs ears. 

Lots of earwax and/or persistent head-shaking 

could indicate infrction or ear mites. Consult 

your vet 

 

6 

If you notice a bad smell around your dogôs rear, 

his anal glands could have become blocked. 

Emptying them is probably best left to your vet! 

 

7 

How often your dog needs a bath will depend on 

its breed.A white fluffy Bichon Frise might need 

a bath once a month, a Labrador twice a year. 

You should use lukewarm water and a special 

dog shampoo, making sure you avoid eyes and 

ears. The shampoo should be thoroughly rinsed 

off. In the wintertime dry your dog well to help 

prevent them getting a chill. 

 

8 

Why not occasionally give your dog a treat and 

take them to a professional groomer for a nice 

bath, cut and style. 

 

 
 

 

(With thanks to Petplan) 

Continuing in the vein of how to care for your 

pet 

HOW  TO  WASH  THE  CAT  

1 Thoroughly clean the toilet. 

2  Add the required amount of shampoo 

to the toilet water, and have both lids 

up 

3  Obtain the cat and soothe him while 

you carry him towards the bathroom. 

4 In one smooth movement put the cat 

in the toilet and close both lids (you 

may need to stand on the lid so that 

he canôt escape) 

5.  CAUTION : Do not get any part of 

your body close to the edge, as his 

paws will be reaching out for 

anything they can find. 

6  The cat will self agitate and make 

ample suds.  Never mind the noises 

that come from your toilet, the cat is 

actually enjoying this. 

7  Flush the toilet three or four times. 

This provides a power wash and rinse 

which I have found to be very 

effective. 

8.  Have someone open the door to the 

outside and ensure that there are no 

people between the toilet and outside 

door. 

9 Stand behind the toilet as far as you 

can and quickly lift both lids. 

10 The now clean cat will rocket out of 

the toilet and run outside where he 

will dry himself. 

Sincerely, 

                             THE DOG.  
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Presentation Night  

 

  
  

  
  

  
  

 


